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This is Gary.!

This is me.

It may not look like it, 
but I’m the big brother.!
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Being the big brother means 
making big decisions. So I 
decided to take Gary on a trip 
to visit my cousin, Nicholas.

My mom and dad wanted to 
come along so I let them.!

Me and Nicholas live in 
different places, but we’re 
not different at all. That’s 
why we’ve been pen pals 
since we were practically 
babies. We’re almost like 
best friends.

This is from the  
last time we visited.!



76

You wouldn’t believe how far 
away Nicholas lives. You 
have to take two different 
planes just to get there. 

And even when you get there, 
you’re still not there. You 
have to drive a car for 
hours to get from the 
airport to his house. 
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There was a problem with 
the car though because the 
rental place couldn’t find 
one Gary could fit in.

Finally they found one. 
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It had a sunroof.!
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Right away when we got there my 
aunt and uncle started “oohing” 
and “ahhing” over Gary.!

I expected this. It happens 
whenever anybody meets Gary 
for the first time.
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Eventually they remembered that  
I’m not invisible.!
Aunt (word bubble): Look at you, Owen! 
You’ve gotten so big!!
Uncle (word bubble): Hey there, tyke.

Don’t worry, it didn’t 
bother me. I was there to 
see my cousin, not my aunt 
and uncle.

But then something happened 
that did bother me.



16 17

I asked Nicholas to show me his 
tree house and he said, “Not 
right now. I want to see what 
Gary wants to do.”!

Later I asked Nicholas if he 
wanted to climb up the hill 
behind his house. He said, “Not 
right now. Gary wants to build 
a sandcastle.”!



But Nicholas didn’t care about any of 
that. The only thing he cared about 
was playing with Gary.!18 19

I had been pen pals with 
Nicholas since I was three. I 
had flown for hours in two 
different planes to see him. 
I had driven over about 500 
hills to get to his house.!
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I said:!

...to nobody.!
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My mom asked me what was 
wrong and I told her. She 
said:!
Mom (word bubble): Nicholas is 
special to you. I understand that. 
But he’s Gary’s cousin too. I know 
how hard it is to share your 
cousin.

She didn’t really know 
though. She didn’t have 
to “share” my aunt. 
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Uncle (word bubble): We’d better 
get inside. Where’s Nicholas?!
Dad (word bubble): Where’s Gary?

Suddenly rain started pouring 
down so hard you could barely 
see anything. The grown-ups 
called for Gary and Nicholas, 
but the rain was so loud you 
couldn’t hear anything 
either. They all rushed down 
to the beach and started 
looking between all the big 
rocks. !
!
That wasn’t where they were 
though.!

Luckily there was a storm 
coming. Now Gary and 
Nicholas would have to come 
inside and play with me.
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I came down right 
away when it 
started raining. 
But he won’t come 
down! I told him 
he has to come 
down right now or 
he’s going to get 
hit by lightning 
and killed!

Nicholas obviously didn’t 
know that Gary is afraid of 
heights, and of rain.
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It’s okay, Gary.

[Illustration: Owen 
sitting with Gary]

[Illustration: Owen 
sitting with Gary]
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After all…

I helped him climb down.

When Gary was ready...
I’m his big brother, 
and I always will be.

No matter what.
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